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Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
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STILL POND METHODIST CHURCH K-434
Still Pond, Maryland
(1853, 1882)

The Still Pond Methodist Church is located on the north side
of Route 566 just west of the town. The building is situated on
a slight hill, facing south. West of the building is a church
yard with tombstones dating to the 1830's. The building is brick,
with the principal floor above a high basement. In the gable is a
tall steeple with an elaborate wooden belfry. Behind the altar on
the gable is a hipped-roof projection with side windows to light
the back of the altar.

Colored glass in the church is decorated by the 19th century
"English stencil' technique. A geometric pattern was painted on colored
glass using a stencil; the glass was then refired, fusing the

paint to the glass.

About one mile west of this church once stood the farmhouse
of John Randall, where Bishop Asbury, the first American Methodist

Bishop, preached on December 9, 1772.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Still Pond Methodist Church is located on the north side of Route 566 just west
of the town. The building is situated on a slight hill, facing south west of the building
is a church yard with tombstones dating to the 1830's.

The building is brick, with the principal floor above a high basement. In the gable
is a tall steeple with an elaborate wooden belfry. Behind the altar on the gable is a
hipped-roof projection with side windows to light the back of the altar.

The body of the structure is a rectangle, 4 bays long and two bays wide. It has a
shallow gable roof with a wide overhang. In each side bay and flanking the steeple are
lancet arch windows filled with colored glass. Similiar windows are used in the side
bays of the building. Each lancet window has a small basement window beneath it.

There is also a lancet-arch transom and a Star of David round window above the main ent
Frames are the 1'' bead-type and sills are granite.

The colored glass, used in all lancet arch windows, in the round window, and in the
front basement windows, is decorated by the "English stencil' technique. A geometric
pattern is painted on colored glass using a stencil; the glass is then refired, fusing
the "paint" to the glass. In the basement rooms, interior doors are glazed either with
rolled or glass sandblast with a small-scale geometric design. All three of these
types of decorative glass were popular in the Victorian period.

The brick walls are laid in running bond with tight mortar joints. Decorative
recessing is used in the front window bays and in the steeple. Corners of the steeple
have small buttresses. The sides and rear are made of common brick.

The wooden belfry has a steep pyramidal roof with flaring eaves and a cast iron finial.
In each facade are lancet arch openings that are filled with decorative wooden sawn work

and covered with a steep gable roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Still Pond Methodist Church is a fine example of the small, rural churches constructed

throughout the Shore after the 1850's. Its brick work, windows, and wooden detailing

are outstanding.

A brief history prepared by members of the church is attached.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
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Description #7, K-434 2.

The interior is very simple--plaster walls, dark trim , and
a vaulted ceiling. The alter is set behind a Gothic arch opening.
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